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DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

1. Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d). 
The certified copy was filed on March 23, 2001, which papers have been placed of record in the 
file. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The information disclosure statements (IDSs) submitted on April 10, 2001, March 17, 2003, 
and August 9 & 20, 2004 (identical), were filed after the mailing date of the Application on 
December 18, 2000. The submissions are in compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1.56 and 
1 .97. Accordingly, the examiner considered all of the IDSs. 

Drawings 

3. The replacement drawings were received on March 23, 2001. These drawings are acceptable. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 1-32 are allowed. 

5. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The Examiner has not found a transfer control device for transferring data among a 
plurality of nodes connected to a bus (IEEE 1394) which determines when a reset (a reset clears 
node topology information) has occurred during a data transfer and compares command packets, 
specifically the data transfer request portion of the packet, wherein the command packets were 
transferred from one node to the receiving node before the reset occurred, and wherein the 
contents of a second command packet (the data transfer request) with the contents of the first 
command packet (data transfer request), and restarting data transfer at the same point when the 
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reset occurred by determining when the contents of the two command packets (data transfer 
requests) are the same. 

The nearest art of record is to Ozawa, JPA 2000-32005, and Kobayashi, JPA 2001-86132 
(both provided by Applicant in IDSs), which each determine when a reset occurs by detecting the 
topology change [see, for example, Ozawa, abstract] or detecting the reset request [Kobayashi, 
paragraph 0075] . Furthermore, the restart of data transfer occurs either at the beginning of 
transfer [Ozawa, abstract] or, after checking the Node IDs of the source and destination 
[Kobayashi, paragraph 0076], using an address offset stored when detecting the reset request, 
in order to access the saved data in a buffer of the receiving device [Kobayashi, see paragraphs 
0075-0076]. 

6. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure: 

(a) Matsuda (USP 6,389,496) Bridge including portals with ability to redefine network 
topology. 

(b) Zou (USP 6,160,796) Method and system for updating device identification and status 
information after a local bus reset within a home audio/video network. 
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8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Mark A Mais whose telephone number is (571) 272-3138. The examiner 
can normally be reached on 6:00-4:30. 

9. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Wellington Chin can be reached on (571) 272-3 134. The fax phone number for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

10. Information regarding the statiis of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

December 14, 2004 




